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Message from Mr. LaFrance 
Happy December! Thank you for making our first few months so successful; we’ve 
had wonderful turnouts at events and appreciate all the time you take to come in 
and support our partnership. Modeling this support in words and actions makes a 
difference; what you model as important makes an impact.  

Each month as I sit down to write my letter, I reflect on my own parenting. With kids 
age 8, 3, and 4 months we have plenty of opportunities to work on our parenting. 
(Many days I wonder if I’m being paid back for some choices I made during my 
childhood.) Growing up between two older brothers and two younger sister I 
remember the chaos, especially during holiday times. We often feel the stress of 
perfectly planning for many events; in those moments I try to remember these tips 
for Parenting at our Best: 

Money- All the things we try to provide to all our family members and friends adds up. We 
can often end up eating out because of convenience. This can lead to arguments 
about spending. Tip: create a holiday budget. Not a jolly topic, but it helps to avoid 
larger debts then we already have. 

Unmet Expectations- We often want everything perfectly planned and executed. It 
doesn’t always happen and someone gets their feelings hurt. Tip: be proactive and have 
many conversations about what expectations are. This will allow additional conversations 
around the spirit of flexibility as the ability to meet everyone’s expectations is impossible.  

Wounded Past- Simple conversations or jokes can touch a nerve, hit on insecurities, or 
awaken some older bitterness from a prior pain. Tip: Don’t just dismiss these feelings. Take 
time to address and understand them. Take time to make the relationship right early, 
before anxiety can build up. Be humble and apologize right away; if you are the 
offended person, be quick to offer forgiveness. 

Competing Traditions- When lives join so do holiday traditions, these are often engrained 
in our heads and sacred in our own eyes. I have some and my wife has more! Blending 
those two worlds can be hard, especially when the rest of our families have expectations 
of these traditions being upheld. Tip: come together to create a  new holiday story that 
fits your current family. Create your own traditions; incorporate the elements that are 
most important from your past and connect to embrace new ones made.  

Whether you celebrate holidays or not, December is always a busy month as we 
prepare for a new year. Let’s try to be intentional about spending time with those 
who crave our attention; our children and their friends. With our diminishing daytime 
hours we all need to be focused on shining some light on others.  

Gratefully yours,     Mr. LaFrance 
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Recess News 

 
Students go outside for recess every day when 
the wind chill is 20 degrees or above. Rain, 
heavy snow, or an un-cleared blacktop are the 
only exceptions to this rule. Please help your 
child be prepared for outdoor recess by 
making sure he or she wears a hat, a warm 
coat, and mittens on cold days.  

Student Council 

 

Thank you for participating in our food 
drive! Your generous donations went to the 

Salvation Army, who will use them to 
provide holiday meals to families in need. 

Café News 

 

In November the café held a contest to 
guess how many pretzels were in the glass 
jar. We had a lot of entries, but our winner 
was Leah Thompson! Her guess of 352 
(there were 350 pretzels in the jar) won the 
snack for Mrs. Hiles’ class. Next month our 
contest will be guess the number of 
goldfish! 

PTO 

 

Box Top Competition 

Our top three classes for our box top 
competition were Mrs. Malisia second 
grade, Mrs. Heinonen’s first grade, and Mrs. 
Alfeo’s third grade; the class prize was 
lollipops. We collected $656.40! Keep on 
clipping those box tops, our next 
competition will be in February. 

December Meeting 

Our next PTO meeting will be held on 
December 6th from 6:30-7:30pm; childcare 
is available for children over 3. 

Calendar 

 

 January 1-4 
o Winter break- no school 

 January 7th  
o School resumes 

 January 15th   
o Yearbook group pictures 

 January 21st  
o No school- MLK day 
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Nurse 

 
     Students who have a fever of 100 degrees or 

above, diarrhea, a contagious rash or illness, or 
vomiting should not attend school. They should 
be free of the illness or condition for 24 hours 
before returning to school. 

 When you call your student in sick, 
please be as specific as possible. We 
have a student that is very 
immunosuppressed and we would like to 
keep them safe. Please report all illnesses 
like chicken pox, strep throat, and fevers 
to the school office. 

 Any medications (even Tylenol, Tums, 
cough drops, and throat lozenges) a 
child takes during the day at school must 
be ordered by a physician. Forms are 
available online or at school. Parents 
may come to school at any time to 
administer medication without a 
doctor’s order. 

Encourage your children to wash their 
hands often, especially before eating, after 
going to the bathroom and anytime they 
cough or sneeze into their hands. 

Lastly, as weather turns colder, please be 
sure your child is dressed appropriately for 
the weather. Remember, students go 
outside for 20 minutes every day the wind 
chill is 20 degrees or warmer. They will need 
a warm coat, hat, and gloves/mittens to be 
protected from the cold. If your child needs 
any of these items please let me know, I do 
have a few extras. 

Nurse Colleen (spaniolc@district87.org)  

Reminders 

 

School Closings 

Although rare, it is sometimes necessary to 
close school due to winter weather 
conditions. When a decision to close school 
is made, the information will be available 
on the district’s website (www.district87.org) 
and announced on the radio at WJBC AM 
1230. Families will also receive a phone call 
through our automated system.  

5 Essentials Survey 

Please take the time to take the 5 Essentials 
Survey! This provides us with feedback on 
our communication, parent 
connectedness, satisfaction, school 
facilities, safety, and teacher/principal trust. 
The survey will take about 10 minutes and 
can be completed online at 
https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/.  
 

State Farm Good Neighbor Grant 
State Farm Foundation will make a 
generous $500 donation to Oakland School 
after the State Farm employee or retiree 
has provided 40+ hours of volunteer service. 
The process is easy as employees can track 
their time volunteering and submit the grant 
form via the State Farm portal. Need help 
completing 40 hours? Contact Mr. 
LaFrance at lafranced@district87.org or 
309-662-4302. 
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Hoot at Home 

 
Giving thanks should not just be a once a 
year event. At Oakland School we are busy 
teaching students how to be grateful for all 
we have. Therefore, during the month of 
December our Golden Ticket Target will be 
gratitude! We will be on the lookout for 
students who are showing gratitude toward 
themselves and toward others. Below are a 
few helpful tips for how you can cultivate 
gratitude in your home (adapted from 
signup.com). THANK YOU for sharing your 
children with us! We are grateful for each of 
you! 

 Sharing at the Table- Dinner is a great 
time to share about the things we are 
thankful for each day. Go clockwise 
in a circle, youngest to oldest, or in 
no order at all. You may give 
everyone a target number (for 
example, “tell us three things you are 
grateful for”) or leave it open ended 
for people to share whatever they 
are grateful for. 

 Thankfulness Jar- Decorate a jar and 
cut up pieces of paper to lay beside 
it, along with a few pens or pencils. 
Show everyone where the new 
thankfulness jar is (the kitchen 
counter is a great spot!) and invite 
them to add things or experiences 
that they are grateful for into the jar 
through the week. At the end of the 
week, take the jar out and read all 
the items together as a family. 

 Gratitude Tree- Create a tree out of 
paper or tape on a wall or use sticks 
found outside to place in a vase, and 
cut a pile of leaves to hang or tape 
to the tree. On the leaves, write 
things you are thankful for. 
Thankfulness fills us up just like when 
we add leaves to the gratitude tree; 
add leaves to your tree for a few 
days or a few months, it’s up to you! 

 Draw a Picture- Get a giant piece of 
paper and let everyone go to town 
drawing things they are grateful for. 
People, objects, trips, or memories- 
anything goes! 

 Make a Collage- Let your child have 
the camera and take photos of all 
things they are grateful for. You may 
like to print out the pictures and then 
make a collage, or create a collage 
online and then print it for them. 

 Gratitude Journal- Simply get a 
notebook (or staple a few pieces of 
paper together) and write in things 
that you are grateful for. Keep it in an 
easily accessible place and, of 
course, let little ones know they can 
draw pictures instead of write words! 

Dine to Donate 

 

Join us at Noodles and Company on 
Tuesday, December 18th. A portion of each 
sale will benefit our Oakland PTO and help 
fund supplies for classrooms throughout the 
year. 
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PE 

 

We have been busy in the gym practicing 
volleyball and basketball skills. Games were 
added that allowed the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders to showcase the skills they learned 
in these units. As always, there was a focus 
on sportsmanship, communication and 
cooperation. All our students did a fabulous 
job. 

The kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd graders 
worked on manipulatives. They have been 
practicing with hula hoops and playground 
balls. Games were played and they had a 
great time manipulating these objects. 

We finished October with the annual fall 
obstacle course and the students are 
patiently waiting for the annual winter 
obstacle course, which is usually much 
bigger and more decorated than the fall 
one. These obstacle courses provide all 
students with the opportunity to go over, 
around, under, and through and it helps us 
assess their gross motor development. 

Mr. T has been Mrs. Romer’s student 
teacher for the past 6 weeks. He has 
worked with all grades and the students 
really enjoy having him in the gym. His last 
day is December 11th, and he will definitely 
be missed! 

Reading Goal 

 
Reading goal for 2018-2019 

150,000,000 Words 
 

Congratulations to Warren Eddleman, our 
first student to read 1 million words! 
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 December 2018  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      1 
 

2 3 4 
Kitchen/Lunch 
Supervisor 
Day 
 
5th grade to 
Challenger 

5 
Flying Horse 
“Next Year” 
due 
 
5th grade to 
Challenger 

6 
6:30-7:30 
PTO 
Meeting 

7 8 

9 10 11 
3:15-4:15  
Book Club 
Meeting 

12 
Flying Horse 
“Your Choice” 
due 
 
6:30- School 
Board Meeting 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 
Dine to 
Donate at 

 

19 20 21 
End of 2nd 
Grading 
Period 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 


